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THE PROJECT 
 

The Nonreligion in a Complex Future (NCF) project was launched in April 2019, funded 

by the Social Sciences and Humanities Research Council (SSHRC). The project’s 

goal is to identify the social impact of the rapid and dramatic increase of nonreligion. 

To achieve this goal, the NCF project has: 

o Five focal areas: Health, Law, Education, Environment, Migration. 

o Seven research sites: Canada, Australia, the Nordic countries (Sweden, 

Norway, Denmark, Finland), the United States, the United Kingdom, Brazil, and 

Argentina.  

o Five research objectives: 

1.  Develop new research tools to measure and  

describe nonreligion; 

2.  Analyze the social impact of nonreligion;  

3. Expand the conceptualization and theorizing of 

diversity to include nonreligion;  

4.  Map conflicts and collaborations between religious 

and nonreligious social actors;  

5.  Advance new knowledge for living well together that 

can be used to inform public policy and practice. 

 

More information is available on the project website: https://nonreligionproject.ca  
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HIGHLIGHTS FROM 2021-2022 
 
Well-attended virtual events with global reach 
 
This year, the NCF organized 13 virtual events, with 117 people from 9 countries 
attending our expert panel Religion in Decline?: Understanding New Data from 
Statistics Canada.  
 
A thriving community of students and emerging scholars  
 
This year we welcomed 15 new students and 1 new postdoc to our research teams, 
with a total of 52 students and 7 postdocs affiliated with the project since 2019. We 
continue to provide our student caucus members with unique training opportunities, 
including exclusive workshops facilitated by leading scholars of (non)religion.   
 
Strong partner engagement 
 
Our partners continue to offer invaluable support to the NCF through collaborative 
events, student opportunities including internships and graduate student fellowships, 
and research team participation.  
 
Research milestones 
 
We met a number of research milestones this year, moving 6 projects into the data 
collection phase, and 5 of those projects into the data analysis phase.  
 
Publications and media engagement 
 
NCF team members published 26 journal articles, 9 books, and 40 book chapters, and 
contributed to media outlets including The Conversation, Open Democracy, and The 
Winnipeg Free Press. See our media page and the attached publications list for more 
details.  
 
New international connections 
 
This year, the NCF collaborated with the Non-Religious Beliefs and Practices in Turkey 
project (PIs: Önder Küçükural and Kurtuluş Cengiz), who have generously included 
our team in their weekly nonreligion reading circle.  
 
 
 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=v4YuvaRUnYA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=v4YuvaRUnYA
https://nonreligionproject.ca/team/students/
https://nonreligionproject.ca/team/postdoctoral-fellows/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ku1Vus5scJM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ku1Vus5scJM
https://nonreligionproject.ca/projects-underway/
https://theconversation.com/only-19-of-australians-agree-religious-schools-should-be-able-to-ban-lgbt-teachers-176454
https://www.opendemocracy.net/en/global-extremes/the-problem-with-canadas-delusions-of-inclusivity-and-multiculturalism/
https://www.winnipegfreepress.com/arts-and-life/life/faith/stats-on-religion-in-canada-not-surprising-for-scholars-575731492.html
https://www.winnipegfreepress.com/arts-and-life/life/faith/stats-on-religion-in-canada-not-surprising-for-scholars-575731492.html
https://nonreligionproject.ca/
https://twitter.com/nonreligiontr
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RESEARCH 
 

The NCF has seven projects underway during this first phase of the project. Despite 

the challenges that the pandemic has posed for conducting fieldwork and meeting in 

person, we made substantial progress on each of our ongoing projects this year with 

5 entering the data analysis stage. Below are updates for all our ongoing projects (stay 

up to date on our projects here): 

 

Community Gardens 

Led by: Douglas Ezzy & Lori Beaman 

Project Stage: Data Collection & Analysis 

Focal Area: Environment 

 

Community gardens are often the product of intentional communities creating spaces 

and relationships that aim to create changed or new ways of relating to each other and 

to nature. This project examines the nature of these relationships and considers how 

nonreligion and religion play out in their formation. The project also uses ‘community 

gardens’ in the broadest possible sense in order to think about issues like food 

security, food sovereignty and urban agriculture and more complex relationships like 

negotiating cultural difference, zoning and land use policies, community ownership, 

and the connection between land and racial justice. 

 

This year, the Community Gardens team has been conducting interviews at 

community gardens in Argentina, Australia, Brazil, Canada, Finland, Norway, the 

United Kingdom, and the United States. The Community Gardens team is developing 

a shared coding frame and will begin coding and analysing the interview data in the 

next couple of weeks.  

 

Trekking Toward Awe: Nonreligion and Hiking 

Led by: Ryan Cragun, Douglas Ezzy, & Lori Beaman 

Project Stage: Data Collection & Analysis 

 

This project takes hiking (trekking, walking, rambling) as its entry point with the 

purpose of examining how people understand their relationship to each other, nature 

and non-human animals. The project explores the experiences people have when they 

are hiking, how they make sense of them, whether or not these experiences prompt 

https://nonreligionproject.ca/projects-underway/
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changes in their worldviews, and what this tells us about the constructions and 

boundaries of religious and nonreligious identities. 

 

This year, the Trekking team launched surveys in Argentina, Australia, Brazil, Canada, 

Finland, Norway, the United Kingdom, and the United States. Response rates were  

excellent (with a bit of healthy competition between our research sites to see who 

could recruit the most participants). Surveys have now closed in most countries, with 

the Trekking team preparing to interview select survey participants and analyze their 

survey data.  

 

The Cultural and Social Values Survey 

Led by: Peter Beyer & Inger Furseth 

Project Stage: Data Collection & Analysis 

Project Focal Area: Migration 

 

This project is constructing a survey instrument to better identify nonreligion positively 

– that is, examining what nonreligion is rather than what it is not. With this aim, the 

survey instrument explores peoples’ personal cultural and social values, including 

attitudes and behaviours on ethical questions and orientations towards politics, 

science, law, education, and life’s meaning. It also examines people’s involvement 

with religion, spirituality, and their identification with nonreligious labels such as 

atheism, agnosticism, humanism, etc. 

 

This year, the Cultural and Social Values Survey team successfully completed a pilot 

survey in Canada and is in the process of data analysis. The team has developed 

surveys for Argentina and the United States, with surveys for Norway and Australia 

currently under development.  

 

Framing Migrants’ Religious Identities 

Led by: Inger Furseth & Peter Beyer 

Project Stage: Research Design 

Project Focal Area: Migration 

 

This project explores how nonreligion is constructed in the context of migrants’ 

settlement, including how the religious and nonreligious identies of migrants are 

framed in public policies and debates and how nonreligious migrants navigate 

nonreligous identities. The project examines how factors such as public assumptions 

about the religiosity of migrants, religious contexts in countries of origin and host 

countries, and ideas of community and belonging play a role in this construction. 
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This year, the Migration team turned their attention to refugee receiving organizations, 

exploring how religion can shape and even obscure nonreligion and nonreligious 

identities in these contexts. The team completed their literature review and project 

plan, developed interview guides, and is preparing to launch interviews with 

administrative staff at refugee receiving organizations in Argentina, Australia, Brazil, 

Canada, the Nordic countries, and the United States.  

 

Legal Constructions of Religion and Nonreligion  

Led by: Paula Montero, Juan Marco Vaggione & Lori Beaman 

Project Stage: Data Analysis 

Project Focal Area: Law 

 

This projects explores how religion and nonreligion appear in the context of law and 

legal debates, including how they are constructed (defined, represented, and applied) 

through the lens of public and legal controversies including same sex marriage, 

reproductive rights, medical assistance in dying, and covid-19 restrictions. 

 

This year, the Law team chose the legalization of same sex marriage as their research 

focus, gathering documents and conducting a discourse analysis on parliamentary 

debates and legal cases in Argentina, Australia, Brazil, Canada, the Nordic countries, 

the United Kingdom, and the United States. The Law team is now analyzing their data 

and comparing their findings across countries.  

  

Death and Dying: Changing Policies, Practices and 

Laws 

Led by: Lori Beaman, with thanks to Zach Munro 

Project Stage: Research Design & Data Collection  

Project Focal Area: Health 

 

Religion has been an important force in shaping understandings of the meaning of 

death, narratives and practices around dying, and legal approaches to issues such as 

assisted dying. The new (non)religious landscape has the potential to reshape these 

understandings and prompt the reconceptualization of life and death. This series of 

projects aims to examine the changing social practices related to five areas: palliative 

care, death cafés, medically assisted dying, obituaries/funerals and national narratives 

of dying. The NCF currently has two subprojects under way in this focal area: Death 

Cafés and Obituaries.  
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Death Cafés: The Death and Dying team completed a preliminary analysis of death 

café websites, and is preparing to interview death café facilitators and to conduct  

focus groups with people who have participated in death cafés.   

 

Obituaries: The Death and Dying team is conducting a comparative discourse 

analysis of obituaries from 1900-present across different regions of Canada, exploring 

how narratives of death change over time. Data collection is currently underway.  

 

How do we teach religion in post-Christian, diverse societies? 

Led by: Linda Woodhead, Solange Lefebvre, & Paula Montero 

Project Stage: Data Collection & Analysis 

Project Focal Area: Education 

 

This project examines how religious education in schools is changing within highly 

diverse and nonreligion majority countries, including the United Kingdom, Canada, 

and Brazil. Some of the guiding research questions in this project are: how schools, 

teachers, and religious education curricula imagine the “good citizen” and “common 

ground” through shared values; whether nonreligion is taken into account in religious 

education; what is considered acceptable as nonreligion or religion/spirituality; and 

how religion, nonreligion, and values intersect in these contexts.  

 

The Education team currently has 5 subprojects underway, which involve analyzing 

school websites in Canada and Great Britain and conducting a case study of 

innovative teaching training curricula in Paraná, Brazil.  

 

EVENTS 

 

The NCF hosted 13 virtual events this year, including 4 Meet the Author events, 3 

lectures and panels, 5 workshops, and 1 conference (in partnership with the 

Nonreligion and Secularity Research Network).  

 

Most of our events are recorded and available on our YouTube channel. While team 

members are automatically included on our mailing list, anyone else who wishes to 

join may contact announcements@nonreligionproject.ca.  

 

Seminars and Webinars 

 

The project continued the successful ‘Meet the Author’ webinar series, which features 

the work of international and innovative scholars of religion and nonreligion. 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCqggLEwnj99fC1LMN0g4MuQ
mailto:announcements@nonreligionproject.ca
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Furthermore, we expanded our repertoire to include two expert panels, and a virtual 

lecture featuring one of our partner organizations. All webinars can be found here. 

 

 

 

Series Date Location Guest Speaker(s)  Title / Webinar Focus 

Meet the 

Author 

April 8, 2021 Virtual Sheryl Reimer-
Kirkham & Sonya 
Sharma 

Prayer as Transgression? 

The Social Relations of 

Prayer in Healthcare 

Settings 

October 14, 2021 Virtual Nathan Alexander Race in a Godless World: 

Atheism, Race, and 

Civilization, 1850-1914 

November 25, 

2021 

Virtual  Anne-Laure 

Zwilling 

Indifférence religieuse ou 

athéisme militant ? 

February 15, 

2022 

Virtual  Timothy Stacey “Reweaving Spheres: 

Towards Ultimate Meaning 

of Practice” from 

Nonreligious Imaginaries of 

World Repairing  

Critical 

Thinkers in 

Religion, Law 

and Social 

Theory/Expert 

Panel 

November 16, 

2021 

Virtual Panelists: Juan 

Marco Vaggione, 

Lori Beaman, and 

André Laliberté 

 

Co-Organizer: 

Human Rights 

Research and 

Education Centre 

(uOttawa) 

Nonreligon, Social Change 

and Human Rights: 

HRREC 40th Anniversary 

Event 

Expert Panel November 26, 

2021 

Virtual  Host: Lori Beaman 
 

Panelists: Jack 

Jedwab, Peter 

Beyer, Brian 

Clarke, Sarah 

Wilkins-LaFlamme 

Religion in Decline? 

Understanding New Data 

from Statistics Canada 

Lecture January 14, 2022 

 

Virtual  Jack Jedwab  
 
Co-organizer: 
Association for 
Canadian Studies 

Keeping the Faith?: 

Religious Belief and 

Practice in Canada During 

the COVID-19 Pandemic 

https://nonreligionproject.ca/past-events/
https://youtu.be/oh4NPgnTPWk
https://youtu.be/oh4NPgnTPWk
https://youtu.be/oh4NPgnTPWk
https://youtu.be/oh4NPgnTPWk
https://youtu.be/BT1t5qfrtH4
https://youtu.be/BT1t5qfrtH4
https://youtu.be/BT1t5qfrtH4
https://youtu.be/7I1h1Vnzj9E
https://youtu.be/7I1h1Vnzj9E
https://youtu.be/s5GENwROVVg
https://youtu.be/s5GENwROVVg
https://youtu.be/s5GENwROVVg
https://youtu.be/s5GENwROVVg
https://youtu.be/s5GENwROVVg
https://youtu.be/jBnrneFdP04
https://youtu.be/jBnrneFdP04
https://youtu.be/jBnrneFdP04
https://youtu.be/jBnrneFdP04
https://youtu.be/v4YuvaRUnYA
https://youtu.be/v4YuvaRUnYA
https://youtu.be/v4YuvaRUnYA
https://youtu.be/ku1Vus5scJM
https://youtu.be/ku1Vus5scJM
https://youtu.be/ku1Vus5scJM
https://youtu.be/ku1Vus5scJM
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Workshops 

 

Conferences 

 

The 2021 Nonreligion and Secularity Research Network (NSRN) Conference, 

held on June 16 -18 and co-organized by the NCF, was extremely successful. There 

were 188 registrations for the conference, 11 sessions with 35 paper presentations, 3 

additional special sessions and 3 author-meets-critics panels. 

 

One of the special sessions was an NCF project update, which was well attended by 

conference participants. Additionally, we had 11 paper presentations from NCF team 

members. NCF Student Caucus Leader Lauren Strumos led a Student Caucus 

meeting before the conference to prepare students and build rapport. Session 

recordings are availabe on the NCF YouTube channel, including the NCF special 

session, the author-meets-critics panels and a session on Legislative Prayer in 

Canada. 

 

Series Date Location Led By  Title  

Workshop May 6, 2021 Virtual 

 

Host: Mia Lövheim  
 
Presenters: Stephen 
Pihlaja, Evelina 
Lundmark, Teemu Taira 
 
Organizer: CRS Uppsala 

Researching 
Representations 
of Nonreligion in 
Media 

Student 

Workshop 

April 29, 2021 Virtual Jennifer Selby Research Design 

Student 

Workshop 

December 9, 

2021 

Virtual  Lauren Strumos and 
Cory Steele 

How to Turn a 

Course Paper 

into a Journal 

Article 

Student 

Workshop 

January 14, 

2022 

Virtual Sarah Wilkins-Laflamme 

 

Co-Organizer: Canadian 

Corporation for Studies in 

Religion 

 

How the Heck Do 

I Find and Use 

Statistics Canada 

Data on Religion 

and Nonreligion? 

Student 

Workshop 

March 14, 

2022 

Virtual  Inger Furseth The Link 

Between Theory, 

Research 

Questions and 

Analysis 

https://youtube.com/playlist?list=PLv1A6rxNhZv2-SWSq0Q_J1r8uY8oJCUe0
https://youtube.com/playlist?list=PLv1A6rxNhZv2-SWSq0Q_J1r8uY8oJCUe0
https://youtube.com/playlist?list=PLv1A6rxNhZv17A5dtx9ldad36AoloS9Nf
https://youtu.be/luXsqljc124
https://youtu.be/luXsqljc124
https://youtu.be/AhI8bSF0Cso
https://youtu.be/AhI8bSF0Cso
https://youtu.be/AhI8bSF0Cso
https://youtu.be/AhI8bSF0Cso
https://youtu.be/AhI8bSF0Cso
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TEAM HIGHLIGHTS 

 

Partner Engagement 

 

Partner engagement has been strong this year. Below are a few highlights:  

 

 Association for Canadian Studies: Jack Jedwab (President and CEO, ACS) 

contributed to two high-profile NCF webinars: Religion in Decline?: Understanding 

New Data from Statistics Canada (Nov. 2021) and Keeping the Faith? Religious 

Belief and Practice in Canada During the COVID-19 Pandemic (Jan. 2022). 

 Centre for Studies in Religion and Society (University of Victoria): NCF 

Student Caucus leader Lauren Strumos was awarded the 2021-2022 Ian H. 

Stewart Graduate Student Fellowship by the CSRS, and began her placement at 

the centre in September 2021. 

 Centre for Multidisciplinary Research on Religion and Society (Uppsala) 

organized the workshop Researching Representations of Nonreligion in Media, led 

by NCF Collaborator Mia Lövheim. 

 Hay Research International: Al Hay contributes his survey expertise to a number 

of our ongoing projects, and remains the partner representative on the NCF 

Steering Committee, which focuses on project oversight, guidance and priority 

setting. 

 Centre for Health Law, Policy & Ethics (University of Ottawa): Through the 

Santéship programme, Law Students Ben Dornan and Madison Hogg joined our 

law and health focal areas for the winter semester.  

Our partners: 
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Student Training and Mentoring 

 

The NCF’s robust student training and mentoring program includes research 

assistantships, student workshops, and membership in our Student Caucus.  

 

Research Assistantships: Our research assistants have been hard at work this year 

visiting community gardens to gather data, analyzing court cases and parliamentary 

debates, and running online surveys – to name a few of their many important tasks. 

We currently have 30 student research assistants working across our 7 ongoing 

projects, ranging from undergraduates to PhD students. Research assistants 

contribute to every stage of the research process including research design, data 

collection and analysis, and mobilizing findings. 

 

Workshops: Through our student workshops, leading scholars of (non)religion 

provide expert training that reinforces key research skills in the study of (non)religion. 

One highlight this year was our workshop How the Heck Do I Find and Use Statistics 

Canada Data on Religion and Nonreligion, co-organized with the Canadian 

Corporation for Studies in Religion. This workshop, which was open to the general 

public, was attended by 25 students in Canada and around the world, and empowered 

students to integrate Statistics Canada’s forthcoming 2021 census data into their 

research.   

 

Student Caucus: The NCF Student Caucus has grown significantly this year, with a 

total of 52 students affiliated since 2019. Student Caucus leader Lauren Strumos 

(uOttawa) has been hard at work organizing and hosting the Meet the Author webinar 

series, welcoming new students to the project, and running the project’s Instagram 

and Facebook accounts. The Student Caucus provides networking and peer 

mentorship opportunities for students affiliated with the NCF.  

 

This year, several students have joined the project through the following programs: 

 

 Mitacs Globalink: Hafsa Fatima (CUNY Brooklyn College), Remy Ling 

(University of Exeter) 

 Visiting Student Researchers (uOttawa): Aashikaa Srinivasan (M.O.P 

Vaishnav College for Women), Achintya Shree Vijay Sai (M.O.P Vaishnav 

College for Women), Luma Goes (Federal University of Uberlandia) 

 Santéships (uOttawa): Ben Dornan (uOttawa), Madison Hogg (uOttawa) 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AhI8bSF0Cso
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AhI8bSF0Cso
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Steering Committee & Administrative Team 

 

The NCF Administrative Team is currently comprised of Emma Robinson (Project 

Manager), Peter Cameron (Administrative Coordinator), and Amy Savile (Information 

Officer). The Admin Team works hard behind the scenes to schedule meetings, 

organize events, and ensure that the project is running smoothly.   

 

The NCF Admin Team and the NCF Steering Committee (comprised of Co-

Investigators, Advisors, Student Caucus Leader and a Partner Representative) met 

twice this year to draft an intellectual property agreement and determine next steps for 

the project in the context of ongoing pandemic restrictions.  

 
New Collaborator: Kati Tervo-Niemelä 

 

This year, Kati Tervo-Niemelä (University of Eastern Finland) took 

on a new role as an NCF collaborator. We are grateful for her 

ongoing and invaluable contributions to NCF research.  

  

In Memorium: Gary Bouma (1942-2021) 

 

We were saddened to learn of Gary Bouma's death on August 19, 2021. 

A leading international sociologist of religion and NCF Advisor, Gary 

made an immense contribution to the NCF project and was a valued 

collaborator, mentor, and friend. He has left an extraordinary legacy and 

is deeply missed. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://nonreligionproject.ca/team/collaborators/
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MEDIA, SOCIAL MEDIA, AND WEBSITE 

 

Website 

 

The project website (nonreligionproject.ca) hosts project information in publicly 

accessible language and highlights the latest project activities including events, 

publications and media appearances. This year, the website has had significant 

growth with 14,353 page views and 3167 new users from 37 countries.  

 
 

 

 

 

Social Media 

 

The project’s social media accounts have been key sites for connecting with other 

international projects, students, and scholars of nonreligion, and promoting our 

research and events. This year, the NCF gained 154 new followers on Twitter (414 

likes and 184 retweets) and gained 58 new subscribers to our Youtube Channel (2477 

video views). 

 

LOOKING FORWARD 
 

In the next year, we look forward to presenting preliminary results from our ongoing 

research projects.  

 

Geographic spread of NCF website users 

https://nonreligionproject.ca/
https://twitter.com/NonreligionCF
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCqggLEwnj99fC1LMN0g4MuQ
https://twitter.com/nonreligioncf?lang=en
https://www.instagram.com/nonreligioncf/
https://www.facebook.com/NCFStudentCaucus/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCqggLEwnj99fC1LMN0g4MuQ

